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“Hang Li Po Narrative”: The Recalls, Imagination
and Reconstruction of Ming Dynasty's Diplomatic
Relations in the Impression of “Malay Annals”

Extend study on the Re-imagination Versions of “Hang Li Po”
Stories of the Last Century in Various Malaysian Chinese
Written Materials and Textbooks

Ong Seng Huat

Minnan Normal University

Abstract: Looking at the “Malay Annals” and the “Ming Dynasty
Records”, the “Malay Annals” did not mention MingChenzu not Zheng He
but the narrative of the annal is based on Princess Hang Li Po when
describing the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Malacca
Sultanate and the Ming Dynasty. The annal narrates how the Chinese
emperor recalled the common ancestry of both sides, admired the power of
Malacca, actively sent envoys for diplomatic relations, and even sent a
princess for marriage to the sultan.

Looking at the history of the “Malays Annals”, the narrative of the book
occurred during the hundred years of resistance after the fall of Malacca’s
capital, with legendary figures’ descendants still involved in politics.
Therefore, it is worth considering that this historical legend reflects the
vicissitudes of the Malay world’s resistance to Western aggression. The
narrative based on Princess Hang Li Po contains many legends and
metaphors, presenting an incomplete memory of maritime narratives that
combines imagination, construction, mythology, and legends. It expresses
the desire for equal prosperity between the “brotherly nations,” cherishing
the continuous support of the Ming Dynasty while lamenting its inability
to support the restoration of the country.

After the independence of Malaysia, the story of “Princess Hang Li Po”
has been included in the Chinese primary schools textbooks for a long time,
and also been repeatedly re-imagined and transformed its impression by



a lot of Chinese literati. Later, the tourism discourse has produced various
contemporary versions of the story of “Princess Han Li Po” which are
different from the memory context of the “Malay Annals” .

Keywords: “Records of the Ming Dynasty”, Malacca, historical impressions,
British colonists, Chinese primary school history textbooks
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PN RPATE SIS SO R S e hr, EaBON LS
¥k H 1ifE% 4 B (Andrea Dittis) A1 5 g Fi AL IR . £
Jedn, FEA RS LE, RMEBM ™, Fiig us s
fili. fheeIE BRI, NAHREERBI A AN, (FEETERN
P& R0, MEE RS2 B RIS 2 BANES AT 5 ) 5
Gy, WBHESE T AURREEAI A 5o A @ H A EBR 7 7 5 E
I TR TR Richard Cocks HJiC 3 AT BL 1 g 21 BRI .

Andrea Dittis was governor of the Chinas at Manila in the
Philippine and in the end the Spaniards picked a quarrel on
purpose to seize all he had, to the value of above 40,000 taels
and put him into the galleys, from whence he escaped some 9
years since and came to Firando (F 7 ) , where he hath lived
ever since.

% %% L : Andrea Dittis 77 3EERE L R b B A E 4.
mEIETANTRALNEAZMEW ' 7 A LG5
JEFFT 44, B4 E T galeyen B . LFB, Rk HiZ
s, REFF, AB—AEETiZMm. ©

FEMBIM R FR T, (B ER R AT E )26 % AT, il
HRAET B KBRS I EBEE L. WTRERINIXZE K
A, REFREEKAICR PG R 2= E, JFRIh R E H A DR
i, B RO R H . AR BRI & S

(—) B FERNR/AEEFE]T 5 T IE

BRI ZEANTEGN, DA H A 98 sl A EHEEAT 52 55, 7 22 B ]
AWMV EIXEHNG L2 BRAEE SRR PRI, 2]
SR VR AT PR D A AU AR DO R, B R A AR

@ Diary Kept by the Head of the English Factory in Japan: Diary of Richard Cocks,
Richard Cocks HIHACH AFIA, AT HIRCA N AR 50K SR B T (€
PR HAC « JFOC) A=, REUR LR EL T, 1978 . JE30hRdlN
Diary Kept by the Head of the English Factory in Japan : Diary of Richard Cocks o
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FESUIM I 3 X, 2524 WY ) 2.4 (R B LV ) A e e il i s
dolo AR A A T B LLR SR

And truly to my hartes greefe | am eavery day more then other
out of hope of any good to be donne in Japon, except trade may
be procured into China, w'ch | am not yet out of hope of.
Although Capt. Whaw (F4#F=Z2=2 %) of Nangasaque

(k%) be dead, whoe was a cheefe dealer hearin, yet his
brother, Capt. Andrea Dittis (Z2) of Firando, telles me it is
concluded vpon, & that he expectes a kinsman of his to com out
of China w'th the Emperours passe, promesing to goe hym selfe
w'th me in person, when we haue any shipping com to goe in; for
in Japon shipping we cafpt goe for China. This Andrea Dittis is
now chosen capten & cheefe c'ander of all the Chinas in Japon,
both at Nangasaque, Firando (-F 7 ) , & else wheare, & | trust
in God will proue the author in soe happie a matter as to gett
trade into China.

(EHERKBR) FA ARG FLERRPEN
3] 89 12 : “RICHARD COCKS TO THE EAST INDIA
COMPANY NANGASAQUE, MARCH 10, 16191201, WITH
AN ENCLOSURE Nangasaque (K*7) in Japan, the 10th of
Marche.”®

R M A 7 5 T 1 B ) 2 ERS R H AR HEAT S B B VR AT, T KR
77 THI Y HR A DA B 7 AR P F RTE “ Emperours Passe” # #1317 H
ARZEEARE ., HAG R T M ENEMIEZ A, &f 0N r-F
FORK IR 2 E PR G0, BT SEE T SNMER T F
H w9 B DL BRI ATE R H 2 81152 5, B2 AR R 0 51 5 74k T
BRAEUN AV P R E TS BN . BRI E#E M M B E N E
J1iE, AHSEER AR A T ) PR SR S SEAL, S AR AR B AT
KL ETFH

X — B IR R R T OO R e, B R R RS R
SN, 1 WIZE B B 5RO S ) i I TR B K ER VT R AR

OREFRFERFEERmES (HAKREII LR (X AFEREAREHZ
VY, WRECOKZEHRREE, 1980 4, £ 286 W,
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TR AR 2B IEE N R R EER NS, fFEEEF A
FIRZAT, MKFEERHMAME S #EEIXE, B —EmH
Jo JERVEILF N RBXE, BHET AT GEEED NERE
. F| 20 fthed, Pisi2E# Charles Ralph Boxer 4%/ 5 A Boxer
Codex"”rfr, iCH A HEMRiC T T 1590 AEARHI 1 v ey & 1) SR AL
R, DUABEIsTiE. PR HAANNE S, wJLAE WYY SiG

A [ A ) AT A R A 2 PRSI
= L x

A couple belonging to the Zambal
warrior-hunter class.

Couple with tied long hair and
Kampilan hilt from Taimei
Anchorage, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon,
Philippines

Chinese Noble Mandarin

Badtidian cose ruied with Wife from Ming Dynasty

by Ming Dynasty

& 14: Natives and Foreigners in the Philippines (#4) , Boxer Codex
(HIBEMTERY: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer_Codex)

@ Charles Ralph Boxer, Boxer Codex, late 16th century, Lilly Library, Indiana
University Libraries, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer Codex.
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15: Japanese Couple (Possibly Samurai/Ronin) living in Manila,
Philippines, wearing yukata with hair styled in Chinese fashion, from Japan
during Nanban trade era

(HELRIAERY:  https:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer_Codex)
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European expansion into Asia and Establishment of
Chinatowns in Southeast Asia during the Ming and
Qing dynasty, the 15th and 16th centuries

Matsuo Koichi & Liang Qing

National Museum of Japanese History & Hubei University

Abstract: China succeeded in reaching Africa via the Arabian Sea from
the East China Sea during the Ming dynasty in the 15th century. Chinese
merchants and pirates then traded with East, Southeast and South Asia. The
Portuguese often traded with China in those days as well. Many large
numbers of Chinese moved into these foreign areas and established
Chinatown. The Chinese community in the Chinatown came to be called
Hua Ch’iao. Muslims from South Asia moved to these communities as
well. At the same time, Europeans from Portugal, Spain and the
Netherlands voyaged to Asia. They either took control of some areas, or
they built a trading post in each country.

As a result, the areas came to consist of native inhabitants, Chinese,
Muslims and Europeans. They had different customs, lifestyles and
religion. Europeans also tried to spread Christianity to control their
spirituality. The new situation caused a great deal of social issues, many of
which have been resolved over five centuries. However, new difficulties
arose from the rapid spread of globalisation after World War 1I.

Keywords: Southeast Asia, native inhabitants, Chinatown residents, Hua
Ch’iao, sea merchants, pirates, European merchants, various
religions
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Minnan in the Western Travelogues of the 16th and
17th Centuries: A Global Perspective

Ou Junyong
Hanshan Normal University

Abstract: The 16th and 17th centuries marked a pivotal period for
missionary activities in China. The distinctive geographical location and
maritime trade traditions of the southern part of Fujian Province, known as
Minnan, positioned it as a frontier for Western exploration into China.
Missionaries extensively travelled through Minnan during their missionary
endeavours, documenting numerous travelogues that were later
disseminated to Europe. This contributed to Minnan’s significant historical
role in the processes of “Learning from the West to develop the East” and
“Learning from the East to develop the West”. These literary works
provide vivid depictions of daily life in Minnan, the expansion of
commercial trade, and the interplay of East and West cultures. A
reassessment of the preserved writings by Western missionaries in the 16th
and 17th centuries regarding Minnan holds crucial significance in
understanding the dynamics of Sino-Western cultural exchanges.

Keywords: 16th-17th century, Western travelogues, Minnan , Academic
significance





