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The Interweaving of Two Textual Spaces

Man Ya Tang Diary and the Dynamic Reduction of Wang
Yishou’s Completion of Ci-poem

Bian Jiao & Wu Qingen

Hunan University

Abstract: The manuscript Man Ya Tang Diary is a record of Wang
Yishou’s daily life and literary creations during the late Qing Dynasty,
which has rich literary research value. Wang Yishou excelled in lyricism,
and his diary extensively captures the original nature of his poetic works
before being engraved into collections. By comparing and analysing the
differences between the manuscript and the printed edition, one can
analyse the types of revisions made, gaining insight into the dynamic
process of the formation of his poems. Simultaneously, the diary’s records
of the scenes, sounds, and emotions during the creation of the poems
constitute specific literary contexts, revealing the many factors to the
generation of the poems, and becoming an important way to explore Wang
Yishou’s emotional direction and the deep connotation of his works.

Keywords: Man Ya Tang Diary, Sheng Yue Ci, the deletion and
modification, creation situation
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The Study of Wu Yinpei’s Diary from a
Multidimensional Perspective

Pan Zhenfang

Huaiyin Normal University

Abstract: The “Diary of Wu Yinpei,” written by Wu Yinpei, is a typical
late Qing Dynasty official’s diary. Wu Yinpei, situated at historical events,
personally witnessed the occurrences of various historical events such as
the “Boxer Rebellion” and the uprising in Qinzhou, Guangxi. However, he
consistently maintained the perspective of an “observer” while observing
history. As an examiner, Wu Yinpei participated in the Gengyin provincial
examinations in Fujian and the Jiachen metropolitan examination. In his
diary, he documented his preparations for the examinations, the process of
grading papers, and observations on the establishment of schools in various
regions. Records in the diary about Wu’s social network and his collection
of calligraphy and paintings reveal specific aspects of the daily life of a late
Qing literati. Through the “Diary of Wu Yinpei,” one can reconstruct
specific situations, providing insights into the truth behind historical
events.

Keywords: Wu Yinpei, diary, the late Qing Dynasty, imperial
examination, social connections
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A Research on Ji Cheng’s Study of “The Reading
World in the Dreams of an Ordinary Literati in the
Late Qing Dynasty”

Yao Yu Fei & Wei Zi Xin

Huazhong University of Science and Technology

Abstract: In the diary of the late Qing literatus Jicheng (#4) (1867-
1928 ) , there exists a “dreamt reading world.” Jicheng’s dreams of
attending to his father, acquiring books, composing poetry, obtaining
inkstones, and solving problems are vivid reflections of his real-life
reading experiences. This suggests that ordinary literati during the late
Qing period were deeply immersed in a world of reading. Through this
case analysis, it can be inferred that studying the reading world of late Qing
literati should not only focus on their daily reading inputs and outputs but
also pay attention to another reading world revealed in their dreams.

Keywords: The reading world, Dream, The Diary of Ji Cheng, Literati in
late Qing Dynasty
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A Study in Literati Excursions and Cultural Memory
at the Canglang Pavilion in Late Qing Suzhou
Centred on Pan Zhongrui’s Diary

Wang Shiyin & Fu Xianglong

Hunan University

Abstract: The transformation of the rise and fall in the cultural memory of
Canglang Pavilion is a common phenomenon. While the literati of the late
Qing dynasty expressed nostalgia for the past and contemplation of the
present, they did not anticipate experiencing real warfare. However, during
the tumultuous period around the Gengshen Uprising, a collective
appreciation led by Pan Zhongrui and other literati bore witness to the new
dynamics of the Canglang Pavilion's garden space and cultural memory.
Subsequent changes established a new tradition of setting up an altar to
enshrine the bronze Goddess of Mercy for the ritual of praying to the gods.
The government's involvement in promoting religious teachings led to a
more secular public space at Canglang Pavilion. Following the war,
Suzhou literati explored cultural memories amidst ruins by revisiting old
places. They discerned between refined and popular aspects of appreciating
scenic beauty, reflecting on politics and cultural norms through residential
gardens. Writings and literature were employed to address societal issues
of the time, with the care of the literati embedded within them extending
beyond the confines of the historical process to future generations.

Keywords: the Canglang Pavilion, the War Tribulation in Year Gengshen,
Pan Zhongrui’s Diary, pray to a immortal





